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If Antithyroid drugs (ATD), such as Carbimazole or
Propylthiouracil (PTU), have been prescribed to
regulate your hyperactive thyroid, As with any medica-
tion, antithyroid drugs (ATD) can have side effects,
some of which can be serious and potentially life-threat-
ening. It is important to be aware of these risks,and this
information card provides details about the most
severe rare side effects and what steps to take if you
experience them.

AGRANULOCYTOSIS

ATD can impact the production of white blood cells,
which are responsible for fighting infections, leading to
a severe condition called agranulocytosis. Though rare,
it can affect a small number of people. If you experi-
ence symptoms like a sore throat, mouth ulcers, or
fever, discontinue the medication immediately and
seek medical attention from your doctor or A&E for a
complete blood count urgently. Although these symp-
toms are common and may not be related to the ATD,
it's crucial to get yourself checked.

JAUNDICE

PTU, a type of antithyroid drug, has been associated
with serious liver injury in rare cases. In the event of
yellowing of the skin or eyes, nausea, or loss of appe-
tite, patients should contact their doctor immediately.
For healthcare professionals, if a patient experiences
symptoms such as sore throat, fever, or mouth ulcers,
this could indicate agranulocytosis. Antithyroid medica-
tion should be discontinued immediately and a
complete blood count should be urgently checked.
Antithyroid medication should not be resumed until
the blood count is normal.




